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M
any people dreamt 
about what Canada 
could be. Macdon-
ald, Brown, Cartier, 

Tupper, Tilley, De Cosmos, 
Mowat, and many others worked 
to create and build Confedera-
tion. It is no surprise that the 
Canada they created does not 
look exactly the way Macdon-
ald wanted it to be, or Mowat, 
or Howe, or Tilley, or Tupper. 
Canada was built by people who 
knew that all contributions were 
important if the country was to 
last. The creators of Confedera-
tion had to ensure that everyone 
could benefit in some way from 
joining the new country.

Perhaps that founding les-
son is why Canada has survived 
and grown while other coun-
tries have had to change their 
governments many times over 

the years. We learned from the 
beginning that a country must 
respect the rights of others if it’s 
to last for a long time. 

We learned, as well, that 
there are ways to settle argu-
ments without fighting. People 
can talk and reach agreement. 
If they have to, they can go to 
the courts, whose job it is to 
settle arguments. In many other 
countries, rulers can and will 
ignore court decisions they don’t 
like. But Macdonald, who hated 
losing to Mowat, knew he had 
to obey the court’s decision. He 
accepted that Canada was not 
going to have the strong federal 
government he wanted. Canada 
became a very different country 
from the one that Macdonald 
thought it should be.

Yet, Canada did become the 
country Macdonald had hoped 

to build. The people rule them-
selves by electing governments, 
which they can kick out if they 
don’t like. The people have 
rights that are protected by law. 
Minority rights are recognized 
and protected. Most importantly, 
Canada is still here. The great 
dream of a country stretching 
from sea to sea, independent 
from the United States, has not 
only survived—it has grown 
strong and proud.

That dream—that people are 
smart enough to rule themselves 
while respecting the rights of 
others, even if they disagree 
with them—is special. It makes 
Canada a great country. 

But Canada is still not finished. 
It never will be. There will al-
ways be new challenges and new 
dreams . . . and new people to 
welcome to the Canadian dream.
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